= ' 96 =?>96@53

3 2 !
8A> 6* 6
# # =?>9&
6@53 ; = 9 &
2 7 6 B
5 2 &
< = ; 52<=IB
9 2 &
B: = =72
==7;1B
9' 2
6 = =9 &
$ "C

)

# #
" #
# &
"%
#
& # &
&
' &
# #
5
#
"%/
&
&
6IIII
‘&




-&
% 7




'# 00) #

CHILDSPAN News

So many new opportunities at CHILDSPAN!
Despite some of the uncertainty of recent
months, we’re still forging on with our part-
nerships and providing quality professional
development and services for the community
of Early Childhood practitioners. Keep an
eye out for our summer workshop series in
Spanish and English starting in July, and for
a host of new offerings in the fall. Family
Child Care A-Z and CDA will be back in full
swing at summer’s end.

We are proud to announce that CHILD-
SPAN'’s Lending Library, now with FREE
membership, has added over 530 new books
and resources in the last three months... with
many more to come thanks to the generous
donations of caring individuals and programs
across RI. We would like to extend a special
thanks to our library volunteers Monica Lee,
Chisoo Kim, and Rebecca Celio for their vi-
brant work ethic, enthusiasm, and vision for
“what could be.” To register for the library,
please contact Chris Salaun at
csalaun@childspan.net or call him at 721-
6408.

Early in June, the RI Association for Infant
Mental Health and RI Kids Count collabo-
rated with CHILDSPAN to run a conference
on Social and Emotional Health in Early
Childhood. The guest speaker, Deborah
Perry, Ph.D., focused on prevention services
to support families at risk, and examined a
model of intervention for post-partum depres-
sion, revealing startling links between good
mental health during pregnancy and a child’s
future well-being during development. 94
people attended.

On May 27-28, CHILDSPAN also collabo-
rated with the Administration for Children and
Families on a regional conference with 212
people attending. The 2009 Northeast Fam-
ily Strengthening Conference was wildly suc-
cessful, and featured such topics as Father-
hood in the Lives of Low Income Men, Par-
enting as Partners, and What's Working in
Marriage and Relationship Education. This
conference focused mainly on empowering
families and helped provide tools for healthy
marriage, responsible fatherhood, and family
finances, just another example of the bene-
fits of crossing the boundaries between
fields! We hope to pursue many more such
partnerships in moving forward.
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Children’s Literature Reviews: Nature

by
Linda Atamian, The Mariposa Center
3 2 %
6 K : 2 2 $"@ F( 6°' # &
#" ' # ‘&
# o "7
. g .
& F @
4o
L
8" 6 9<9< 97 7 >"7 D$"; % @ 6 "'
F(M 9 " " D2
# &'’ &
# &
L
= 3 3 = ) 6% 5 NN, $
# &
# 0 # " &
# % &M!
L
$" 2 7 6726 2 $" F( >" 2 $" #"
#
# D8 #
5 + /
% 2 2 $" #"%' Ol
L
) C 6 6 ,NN 1l &
# #" '
: &P% ) #
# %
L
$ > = ) E E ) 7"# 6" "R
> = 3 % ! & ' &
# ) 7" &
2 #"# # " ?
# "/ 6 6 / &M!
L
$ 2 Cc C E 6 F(( $
# 5 &5 "#
' # C
#- % &!
L
$ 2 6 67?7 ? ? , K $ " ,NNN
. |l 2 $ 1 ( ]
7 # 9
@
- % &! GH




'# 00) # &

Core Competencies for

RI's Center-based Teachers
and
Afterschool and Youth

Development Professionals

by Cynthia Roberts
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Play, Debrief and Re-
play: “Sciencing” with Plants
and Young Children:

The Jade, Geranium, Oak
Tree and Lily of The Nile

One of the opportunities | have
shared with my Early Childhood Ma-
jors has been the opportunity to expldre
plants and things that grow! In the
EDUC 3000 Early Childhood Science
Mathematics and Technology course
the students have the opportunity to
truly explore a variety of plants and
things that grow. We start by explorifjg
the leaves: the textures, sizes, shap
and even dissect them to see the wa
they grow. We have taken plants ap
from roots, to stems, to flowers. Not
unlike the “Wasserman ModelP(ay,
Debrief and Replay)..we too explore
discover, “collect data” and refine ou
observations through direct experien
learning (play), stopping to process
(debrief) and go back to explore agai

(replay)

Each station has a plant or plants
that the students can explore, touch,
measure, discuss and investigate. T
students explore the soil, root syste
leaves, stems, “bark” and other inter
ing aspects of the plants. We then s
to debrief, reflecting on our observa-
tions, note taking and data collection
Another “change of stations” and it's
to another plant to explore and gain
more insights and information from.
Some students sketch, draw, and di
gram their information. The small
group conversations are rich with co
parisons, contrasting, and learning mpr
about the various floraRe-play

Minds-On approach to plants. The students thes tiadir experiences

out to the Early Childhood Classrooms and try betrtPlay, Debrief an
Replay approach to “sciencing” (plants) and thitigg grow! We starte
exploring plants and things that grow all year adiu

This opportunity has been a wonderful wayrtwvjgle a Hands-On, l

—_

Take a look at the April ¥52009ExchangeEveryDag-article to
learn more about the Play-debrief-replay concéyi$o see Selma
Wasserman and George Ivailgaching Elementary Science: Who's
Afraid of Spiders

GH

William H. Strader, Ed.D., Professor, Early Childhood
Education; Coordinator, New England Symposium or]

Play

Counter-clockwise, from
left;

A) The Jade Station

B) The Geranium Station

C) The Lily of the Nile Sta-
tion with an “interloper” (an
Oak Tree seedling)!

D) The Lily of the Nile Sta-
tion
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Internet Options
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Professional Resource Review: Film

By Pauline Gaucher
Where Do The Children Play?Writ., dir., and prod. Christopher Cook.
DVD. Michigan Television, 2007.

This moving documentary explores the
changing picture of childhood over the past two
decades. It presents reasons why play-- the co
essential element of human life — is disappearin
and brings to light a current movement to bring
nature and play back into balance.

Suburban neighborhoods, technology,
and fear have all contributed to the disconnect i
the value systems of parenting and teaching. |
this modern shift, we see socialization turning
increasingly into isolation.

Can we afford to raise children whose
main experiences are virtual and abstract? Whes ttis mean for our society and the
future of our planet?

In the film, Richard Louv reminds us: “Only in na¢ do we use all of our sens¢
at the same time. That's where children learn lyesmout themselves, and the world, an
reach their creative spirits.” Another contribuspeaks to us abodeep playwhere chil-
dren take risks with their bodies, and what it nseahen that piece is missing.

We learn about a project in Pittsburg done in1t®@0’s that offered results very,
difficult to ignore. An urban and suburban grodghildren took part in the same activity
separately, with a revealing outcome. Their lfperiences send a huge message for t
of us who are so passionate about socializatiay, pind the natural world. It's a surpris
lesson for us all.

Why should there be “no child left inside?” Besaunside is the virtual, abstra
world of plastics and multimedia. A world where ttreativity children experience is
someone else’s; not constructed, seen, touchedesim@sted, heard, or OWNED.

“Where Do The Children Play?” will provoke debated discussion as the covg
suggests. | urge everyone to see it and shatéopefully, it will be one more tool to help
reverse the disconnecting pattern that presenidiseix the lives of our children.

G&H

Neture amne Children [se

C--children are curious, so be sure your
backyard or play yard is safe.

N---name the colors in the sky!

A---ask the children to look for thingq

that crawl. H--help the children listen to the sounds

the yard.

T---take out small paper bags and cd

. I---involve them in using their imagina-
lect leaves and small objects. g g

tions by playing a guessing game!
U---urg_e them to tell you if they see L--let them be free to use materials thei
something sharp! way!

R---remind them to wash their hands|
after playing outside.

D--doodle and draw with sticks.

R--roll balls in the grass and in the mud.
E---experience the dirt and mud that’s

) E-engage them in looking at the trees af
outside. g9ag g

buildings.
N-name the birds that fly by
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Scarves:Encourage older toddlers and preschoolers to hass t : Make mud pies after a rain shower
scarves in the air and let them catch the scawvéisey o

float through the air. See what else they do! Roll in the®  Listen to the sounds in the backyard or playground

grass/ smell a flower/ watch a bird fly into theetr :
: - Older children could draw and write about the s@un
Hula hoops: (with scarves) are great to use with all children: e
® Cardboard boxes make great playhouses and tunnels!
With infants who are sitting on a blanket in thagy, tie a:
few scarves tightly to the rims of the hula hoopga  §  Don't forget the water, paint brushes and chalk!
watch how they reach for them as you turn the hoopse
slowly around. ° Remember: Safety is first and foremost!
: Apply sunscreen 30 minutes before exposure
Sensory play (all groups): ° to the sun. quk to a physician before using
° sunscreen on infants less than 6 months old.
- Have the children find medium size stones, leavas
and flowers. Have them hug a tree! Give the tree:a Bring water and cups for all the children.
name! ° Have water available the entire time you are
Talk about the surface of the trees and what wasg outside in the sun or haze!
underneath the rocks! ° ) )
Discuss smoothness, hardness, texture and smeﬁ. Play in the shade on hot days. Enjoy! JAM!
Let the conversation flow! :



